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“IF WE WALK IN THE LIGHT”
Tom Wacaster

INTRODUCTION1

The theme for this year’s Lubbock Lectureship is most timely. John
tells us: “[T]he whole world lieth in the evil one” (1 Jn. 5:19). The
world desperately needs exposure to the light, just as a plant needs the
light of the sun to grow and develop. Our task is to reflect the light of
our Savior into as many places as possible. Some years ago, I came
across the following wonderful illustration of this truth:

Alexander Papaderos, a doctor of philosophy, worked for many
years trying to bring peace between the bitterly divided countries
of Europe after WWII. His motivation for doing so stems from
his childhood and a very odd event which took place. “When I
was a small child,” he said, “during the war we were poor and
lived in a remote village. One day, on the road, I found the
broken pieces of a mirror. A German motorcycle had been
wrecked in that place ... I kept one, the largest piece ... By
scratching it on a stone, I made it round. I began to play with it
as a toy and became fascinated by the fact that I could reflect
light into dark places where the sun would never shine—in deep
holes and crevices and dark closets. It became a game for me to
get light into the most inaccessible places I could find. I kept the
little mirror, and as I went about my growing up, I would take it
out in idle moments and continue the challenge of the game. As
I became mature, I grew to understand that this was a metaphor
for what I might do with my life. I came to understand that I am
not the light or the source of light. The light [or truth] is there,
and it will shine in many dark places only if I reflect it.” He
concluded: “I am a fragment of a mirror whose whole design and
shape I do not know. Nevertheless, with what I have, I can
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reflect light into the dark places of the world ... and change some
things in some people. Perhaps others may see and do
likewise.”2

 Without fear of successful contradiction, it can be affirmed that
never before in the history of our country: 1) have more wicked men
occupied places of leadership, 2) that moral uprightness has never been
lower, and 3) that the devil, without doubt, is having free run here and
in the world in general! How desperately we need godly men and
women who will let their light shine and thus dispel the darkness about
them (cf. Mt. 5:16). Yes, beloved, the theme for this year’s Lubbock
Lectures is truly very timely! The focus for this study is 1 John 1:5-7,
where John states:

And this is the message which we have heard from him and
announce unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness
at all. If we say that we have fellowship with him and walk in the
darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: but if we walk in the light,
as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and
the blood of Jesus his Son cleanseth us from all sin.

Several lectures in this series draw our attention to the obligation
you and I have to live godly lives, lives that demonstrate that we are
living according to the light of God’s Word. In like manner, this lesson
will focus on the obligation we have to “walk in the light,” and the
consequent blessings and benefits of doing just that, with particular
emphasis upon how that walk affects our fellowship with the Father and
with one another. With these things in mind, we turn our attention to
the passage before us and the lessons we can draw concerning
fellowship.

THE MESSAGE: THE BASIS FOR FELLOWSHIP

John declares: “And this is the message which we have heard from
him and announce unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness
at all” (1 Jn. 1:5). The “message” is synonymous with the Gospel, the
Truth, and the Living Word. The same apostle, when writing to Gaius,
declared: “Greater joy have I none than this, to hear of my children
walking in the truth” (3 Jn. 4). Notice that John equates a “walk in the
light” (1 Jn. 1:6-8) with “walking in the truth” (3 Jn. 4). Looking back
to our assigned passage, we note that the apostle, in slightly more than
two dozen words in our English translation, sets forth an iron clad case
for inspiration. The message is “from him,” i.e., Jesus Christ. It is not
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from men, neither is it the product of human origin. This is precisely
the same argument that Paul made regarding the Gospel which he
preached (Gal. 1:11-12). Peter likewise declared:

For we did not follow cunningly devised fables, when we made
known unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ,
but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty ... And we have the
word of prophecy made more sure; whereunto ye do well that ye
take heed, as unto a lamp shining in a dark place ... knowing this
first, that no prophecy of scripture is of private interpretation.
For no prophecy ever came by the will of man: but men spake
from God, being moved by the Holy Spirit” (2 Pet. 1:16-21).

Paul declared: “Every scripture inspired of God is also profitable for
teaching, for reproof, for correction, for instruction which is in
righteousness. That the man of God may be complete, furnished
completely unto every good work” (2 Tim. 3:16-17). That same apostle
affirmed: “If any man thinketh himself to be a prophet, or spiritual, let
him take knowledge of the things which I write unto you, that they are
the commandment of the Lord” (1 Cor. 14:37). All these passages, and
many others like them, bespeak the divine authority that lies behind the
“message” that John declares was “heard from him” and spoken “unto
the world” (1 Jn. 1:5). Immediately we are struck with the basis for any
and all fellowship, whether vertical (with the Father and the Son) or
horizontal (with one another). The standard for fellowship is not
sincerity, good intentions, mere feelings or the opinions of men. Stated
succinctly, the basis for fellowship is the Word of God (Col. 3:17) as
prepared, prophesied, and proclaimed by the holy apostles and prophets
(2 Pet. 3:1-2) who were inspired to do so.

Before leaving 1 John 1:5, there is one more item that deserves at
least some comment. The “message” (or at least that facet of the
message here noted by John) is, “that God is light, and in him is no
darkness at all.” Herein we find the reason why God alone deserves the
right to serve as the foundation and basis of fellowship. Unlike mortal
man, deity has no hint of darkness—not even the slightest trace or
speck thereof! Barnes relates:

The expression here is designed to affirm that God is absolutely
perfect; that there is nothing in him which is in any way imper-
fect, or which would dim or mar the pure splendor of his
character, not even as much as the smallest spot would on the
sun.3
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It is precisely because God is light, and that there is not one scintilla of
darkness in Him that He can, and does, serve as the authority and basis
of fellowship. Man, on the other hand, has sinned and fallen short of
the glory of God (Rom. 3:23), thereby disqualifying himself from
serving as the authority or basis for fellowship.

THE MANNER OF LIFE:
THE PREREQUISITE OF FELLOWSHIP

A “prerequisite” is something “previously required or necessary to
something subsequent; as, certain attainments are prerequisite to an
admission or orders.”4 In 1 John 1:5-7, the “prerequisite” to fellowship
is a “walk in the light.” That being the case, it is important to determine
exactly what it means to “walk in the light,” and the implications
associated with such a walk.

Our English word “walk” is used quite often in the New Testament
to translate the Greek peripateo. Thayer says the word means “to make
one’s way, progress; to make due use of the opportunities.”5 Strong
adds, “figuratively to live, deport oneself, to be occupied with.”6 Our
English word “light” translates phos, which simply means, “light,
illumination.” Thayer points out that metaphorically the word speaks
of “the truth and its knowledge, together with the spiritual purity
associated with it.”7

In 1 John 1:5-7, John makes a strong contrast between light and
darkness. It is important, therefore, that we say something relative to
the meaning of “darkness,” as it is used here. The Greek skotos is used
metaphorically in the New Testament to speak of “ignorance respecting
divine things and human duties, and the accompanying ungodliness and
immorality, together with their consequent misery in hell.”8 The word
is so used by Paul in Ephesians 5:8—“For ye were once darkness, but
are now light in the Lord: walk as children of light.” Right here the
point needs to be pressed that light and darkness are of such opposite
natures as to be exclusive one of the other. This might be illustrated by
the physical natures of light and darkness. It is impossible for a dark
room to remain dark when light is brought into that room. This is
because light dispels darkness. There is a corresponding spiritual law
wherein it is impossible for light and darkness to dwell together in
harmony. For that reason, Paul says: “Be not unequally yoked with
unbelievers: for what fellowship have righteousness and iniquity? or
what communion hath light with darkness?” (2 Cor. 6:14). The apostle
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was not seeking answers, but was setting forth rhetorical questions, to
which the answers to each being, “None!” This is why Paul admon-
ished the church at Ephesus: “[H]ave no fellowship with the unfruitful
works of darkness, but rather even reprove them” (Eph. 5:11).

Before going further, it should be pointed out that to “walk in the
light” does not mean sinless perfection. Were that the case, then none
of us would have the slightest hope of heaven. The apostle John makes
this point in the passage before us; and, he does so from two different
standpoints.

First, he affirms that when we “walk in the light” (1Jn. 1:7), the
“blood of Jesus his Son cleanseth us from all sin.” Meditate on this and
consider: “If walking in the light is sinless perfection, then wherein is
the need for the blood of Jesus to cleanse us while we are walking in
that light?” We may not completely understand the magnitude and
magnificence of John’s statement here, but we cannot escape the
undeniable truth that we occasionally do sin—even while endeavoring
to walk in the light! How could it be otherwise?

Second, John goes on to tell us that, though while we are indeed
walking in the light, any affirmation that we “have no sin” is paramount
to self-deception, and “the truth is not in us” (1Jn. 1:8). The amazing
grace of God in regard to this matter should not be taken for granted.
“Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? God forbid” (Rom.
6:1-2). “[O]nly use not your freedom for an occasion to the flesh, but
through love be servants one to another” (Gal. 5:13b). There are certain
responsibilities and obligations that rest upon those who would seek to
“walk in the light.” These obligations are stated positively and
negatively in the Word of God. Inspiration instructs:

Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If
any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For
all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the
eyes and the vain glory of life, is not of the Father, but is of the
world. And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he
that doeth the will of God abideth for ever (1 Jn. 2:15-17).

Beloved, believe not every spirit, but prove the spirits, whether
they are of God; because many false prophets are gone out into
the world (1 Jn. 4:1).

Yea, and for this very cause adding on your part all diligence, in
your faith supply virtue; and in your virtue knowledge; and in
your knowledge self-control; and in your self-control patience;
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and in your patience godliness; and in your godliness brotherly
kindness; and in your brotherly kindness love. For if these things
are yours and abound, they make you to be not idle nor unfruitful
unto the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ (2 Pet. 1:5-8).

[N]ot forsaking our own assembling together, as the custom of
some is, but exhorting one another; and so much the more, as ye
see the day drawing nigh (Heb. 10:25).

Put to death therefore your members which are upon the earth:
fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness,
which is idolatry; for which things' sake cometh the wrath of
God upon the sons of disobedience: wherein ye also once
walked, when ye lived in these things; but now do ye also put
them all away: anger, wrath, malice, railing, shameful speaking
out of your mouth: lie not one to another; seeing that ye have put
off the old man with his doings, and have put on the new man,
that is being renewed unto knowledge after the image of him that
created him (Col. 3:5-10).

Time and space would fail should we provide every passage of like
nature. These will suffice to prove that a “walk in the light” is a life of
“sanctification without which no man shall see the Lord” (Heb.
12:14b).

THE MOTIVATION:
THE BENEFITS OF FELLOWSHIP

One of the amazing features of God’s covenant with men is the fact
that He invites us to investigate. For example, Malachi 3:10 states:

Bring ye the whole tithe into the store-house, that there may be
food in my house, and prove me now herewith, saith Jehovah of
hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour
you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive
it.

Surely the New Testament’s counterpart to that is Romans 12:1-2,
which exhorts:

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God,
which is your spiritual service. And be not fashioned according
to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your
mind, that ye may prove what is the good and acceptable and
perfect will of God.
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Proper motivation plays an important part in moving men to repen-
tance. Sometimes that motivation comes in the form of a “negative”
statement or admonition. Jesus used this approach when He warned:
“[E]xcept ye repent, ye shall all in like manner perish” (Lk. 13:3).
Sometimes God’s motivation is positive in nature. Showing that God
uses this method, Paul asks: “Or despisest thou the riches of his
goodness and forbearance and longsuffering, not knowing that the
goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance? (Rom. 2:4).

In 1John 1:7-9, associated with our “walk in the light,” the apostle
sets forth two wonderful promises: 1) fellowship with God and with
one another, and 2) the cleansing power of the blood of Christ. Both of
these serve as motivation for godly living and a determined effort on
our part to “walk in the light.” Attention must be given to both of these.

Fellowship With God And With One Another

Defining Terms—The best place to begin is with a definition of the
word “fellowship.” Our English word “fellowship” is translated the
Greek word koinonia. Thayer defines the word as: “fellowship,
association, community, communion, joint participation; the share that
anyone has in anything.”9 The word is used to describe the bond of
fellowship that unites Christians together. W.E. Vine defines koinonia
as: “Communion, fellowship, sharing in common ... to have fellowship
with or in.”10 Arndt and Gingrich define koinonia as: “association,
communion, fellowship, close relationship,” with a secondary meaning
of “generosity, fellow feeling, altruism.”11 This Greek work koinonia
appears more than twenty times in the New Testament (cf. Acts 2:42;
1 Cor. 1:9; Gal. 2:9; Phil. 1:5; 1 Jn. 1:3, 6-7). A closely related noun,
koinonos, is defined by Thayer as: “a partner, associate, sharer in
anything.”12 Arndt and Gingrich define that word as: “one who takes
part in something with someone.”13 Regarding the Biblical concept of
“fellowship,” in his commendable commentary on 1 John, Guy N.
Woods remarks:

Fellowship is partnership, joint sharing. Through the acceptance
of the Word of life a unity of faith, practice and worship is
established, and it was for this purpose that the life was being
declared. Here, in the most emphatic fashion, the writer points
out that only in unity of faith is there communion in religion. It
is possible to have fellowship only when there is a common bond
established in faith, work, and love.14
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For the purposes of this study, “fellowship” is being defined as:
“participation with and encouragement of one another in those matters
concerning the faith, and our walk therein.”

Avoiding Extremes

As with any other matter, we must seek to avoid extremes. With
regard to fellowship, one extreme would be extending fellowship to
those in error. Some suggest that we can and should extend fellowship
to virtually everyone, “regardless” of what their spiritual condition
might be. Obviously, we cannot avoid association with those about us
who are not members of the body of Christ. We cannot, as Paul says,
“go out of the world” (1 Cor. 5:10b). Any attempt to escape the
pollutions of the world, spiritually speaking, by isolating ourselves
from society is not only forbidden, it is foolish to attempt to do so.
Rather than doing that, we are to render our influence for the good of
others, and the uplifting of the Christ to the glory of God the Father.
Any association with the world is fraught with the danger that we might
succumb to their way of thinking (Rom. 12:1-2). We must, therefore,
avoid any encouragement to those in sin which might cause them to
conclude that their present condition (morally or religiously) is
acceptable unto us or to God. Nor can there be participation with them
in any activity (morally or religiously) wherein we fail to uphold and
maintain the lines of demarcation between truth and error, sin and
righteousness, or light and darkness. When a Christian has the
opportunity to attend and/or speak at some denominational gathering,
for example, the impression cannot be left with those in error that he
condones, overlooks, or in any way approves of their error. Nothing the
Christian says or does should give them encouragement in the course
of error they are following.

The other extreme we must avoid is that of withholding fellowship
from those who themselves are walking in the light. The brotherhood
has been fractured over what is sometimes called “the ‘anti’ move-
ment.” It is not within the scope of this lesson to survey and address the
issues that have divided the brotherhood and destroyed the sweet
fellowship that should have been maintained in the body of Christ. Still,
one matter which has recently disturbed the Lord’s church needs to be
mentioned.

Though not “anti” in its nature, there is an issue which has, in my
estimation, done much harm to the brotherhood. I have been asked to
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address it in my lecture. “Guilt by association” is a “battle cry” that is
being used by some brethren to draw lines of fellowship. They insist
that a line of fellowship must be drawn on the basis of one’s “associa-
tion” with someone known or suspected of teaching error, thus they are
fracturing the body of Christ into needless “camps.” In a lecture
addressing this very topic brother Terry Hightower warned:

While some improperly squeal in protest “guilt by association”
in their defense of heretics when we make the above point, I
wish to make it clear that we ought to equally oppose the false
view that any and all contact, association, or participation with
or alongside errorists automatically constitutes an endorsement
or encouragement of their heretical views. A few preachers
among us claim that even to attend a class at ACU is sinful
“fellowship,” but does this mean that to be consistent they will
also argue that to attend a class on the campus of a secular
university implies the same thing? Are we to maintain that one’s
mere physical presence at an event always automatically implies
endorsement of any error held or subsequently taught at such
occurrences? No!15

The following chart was provided by brother Hightower that might be
helpful.16

Again from brother Hightower:

The reason that my assigned task is so complex is set out quite
succinctly by Solomon’s pen: “He that justifieth the wicked, and
he that condemneth the righteous, Both of them alike are an
abomination to Jehovah” (Pr. 17:15). In other words, if I speak
on a program, will I be justifying (or fellowshipping) the wicked
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who may also be on it, and if I refuse to speak, will I be con-
demning (or refusing to fellowship) the righteous persons
involved? If we maintain (as do some among us) that we can
decide negatively about speaking on a particular program simply
on the basis of one principle to the disregard of others, we may
find ourselves ending up like the fellow who felt compelled to
withdraw fellowship from everyone at the drop of a hat.17

Some years ago, I heard a wise elder give an answer to the question
regarding the length of a woman’s dress, i.e., whether it was to be
considered modest or immodest. His answer was something like this:
“I may not know exactly how short is too short, but I can tell when the
line has been passed.” In answering the question as to whether or not
appearing on a particular lectureship has violated God’s divine law of
fellowship as set forth in 2 John 9-11, I sometimes feel the same way:
“I may not know exactly whether any particular situation violates
John’s warning, but I know when the line has been crossed.”

Let me set forth two imaginary scenarios to demonstrate our point.
First, consider, if you will, a congregation with a track record of openly
and habitually violating a number of passages in the New Testament
with regard to worship, morals, doctrine, et al. Also, over the years, the
speakers for this congregation are continually selected from the “who’s
who” among the rankest of liberal preachers. Now, with that congrega-
tion as it is, unless given the freedom in my presentation to address the
grievous errors of that congregation, I would not appear on their
lectureship. I would not want to be associated in any way with such a
congregation.

The second scenario is this. I am invited to speak on a lectureship
where at least one of the speakers, brother “A,” has extended the right
hand of fellowship to another whom I deem guilty of fatal error, brother
X.” Brother “A” does not hold to the doctrine, nor does he teach the
doctrine that brother “X” teaches, but he does not consider it fatal false
doctrine. In all other matters, brother “A” has demonstrated loyalty to
the truth. His past record has been one of unswerving loyalty to the
cause of Christ and is so reflected in his preaching and living. Although
brother “X” has not been invited to speak on this particular lectureship
to which I have been invited, some would argue that because brother
“A” has extended fellowship to brother “X,” that should I appear on the
lectureship with brother “A,” then my appearance is an endorsement of
the fatal error of brother “X.” Some, in their zeal to abide by the
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passages regarding error and fellowship (such as 2 Jn. 9-11), would
thus argue: “Guilt by association!” Such, in my estimation, is an unfair
accusation. That kind of reasoning would place us in the hopeless
situation of never knowing for certain whether or not we have violated
2 John 9-11. It would also demand that we know every position of
every speaker on a program before we agree to appear on the same
program ourselves.

The Cleansing Blood Of Jesus Christ

The second blessing that motivates us to “walk in the light” is the
cleansing power of the blood of Christ. The Bible is saturated with
references to the blood of our Lord. In the Old Testament the precious
blood of Christ is presented in types and shadows. Speaking of the
cleansing power of the blood of Christ, Zechariah prophesied: “In that
day there shall be a fountain opened to the house of David and to the
inhabitants of Jerusalem, for sin and for uncleanness” (Zech. 13:1).
Under the Law of Moses the blood of animals foreshadowed the
precious blood of Christ. However, the blood of bulls and goats could
never cleanse the soul (Heb. 10:4); it would take the blood of the
sinless Savior to redeem man from sin.

The book of Ephesians is a wonderful treatise on the church of
Jesus Christ. A fine thread relative to the blood of Christ runs through
the first part of Ephesians. To it our attention is focused time and again.
Paul succinctly stated it—“[N]ow in Christ Jesus ye that once were far
off are made nigh in the blood of Christ” (Eph. 2:13) It is to the last
seven words in that verse—“made nigh in the blood of Christ”—that I
want to call your attention. A glorious hope is held out to the recipients
of this letter. Yes, at one time they were “alienated from the common-
wealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of the promise,
having no hope and without God in the world” (Eph. 2:12). “But
now”—Now—as members of the body of Christ their hopelessness and
despair has been washed away. Now—they no longer stand far off, but
are near to God and His Son. Now—they are “in Christ,” and in
fellowship with the Father. Now—they have access to every spiritual
blessing (Eph. 1:3). What a contrast! How can any Christian read those
beautiful words and fail to bow in humble appreciation for having been
cleansed? The word “nigh” could mean near in time or near in distance.
Using that word here, the apostle is expressing, not physical distance,
but spiritual distance. Paul sets forth a contrast between their former
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state, wherein they had “no hope” and were “without God in the
world,” and their present state, wherein they enjoyed fellowship with
the Father. They were made “nigh,” now permitted to draw near to
God, because of the sacrificially shed blood of Christ!

The blood of Jesus is the ransom for souls in bondage to sin.
Without His shed blood there could be no redemption (cf. 1 Pet. 1:18-
19). The renowned atheist of the nineteenth century, Robert Ingersol,
was fond of referring to Christianity as a “blood religion.” Although he
said this in derision, it is true that Christianity is a blood religion. You
cannot separate the blood of Christ from the preaching of the Gospel.
Why should this surprise us? If men will look at history, they will
notice that every upward movement in the history of the world is a
movement paved with blood. It is because that in the shedding of blood
we see the greatest devotion and love a man might manifest, whether
it be love for God or love for one’s fellow man. We call this “vicarious
suffering.”

Unfortunately, the author of the following is unknown. He deserves
credit for his forceful message. The writer says:

This principle of vicarious suffering is the foundation upon
which civilization has been built—in fact upon which all society
has been built, civilized or uncivilized. It is also the essential
principle of human progress towards that one, far-off event,
towards which the whole creation moves. Not so many years ago
there went forth from our homes thousands of fine young men.
They crossed the rolling deep and pitched their tents on Flanders
fields and in the valleys of the Argonne. When they started out,
many thought it would be a lark. But the poetry of war soon
vanished, and nothing was left but the prose. They lived in dug-
outs. They marched and ate and slept in mud. They rushed into
living hells. They had ribs fractured, eyes put out, lungs filled
with gas, limbs shot away. Thousand cried for water as they lay
dying on the battlefields, and received it not. They were cold and
weary and homesick. No one but Almighty God knows the
length and breadth and depth of the awful anguish and suffering
of those who fought, bled and died on those European battle-
fields. Why did fathers leave their homes and go to the front?
Why did young men, postponing the day of marriage, press the
last, long, lingering kisses upon the lips of the sweethearts, and
then rush away into war with its uncertain future? I am still
convinced that they died for a principle. I refuse to believe that
it was all in vain—that a sacrifice is ever in vain. There may



352 “If We Walk in the Light”

have been greed, graft and corruption mixed up with all of it, but
there was nobility, too! Autocracy had to be overthrown, lest our
own wives and daughters might have to suffer what the innocent
women and children of Belgium and France suffered. The war
had its sordid side, of course; but surely all this bloodshed was
not meaningless! A thousand times; yea, ten thousand times—
No! I still believe that these men suffered to advance the cause
of democracy and freedom.

As for me, I glory in the crimson line. I am thrilled when I read
its suggestive meaning in the cup of the Lord’s Supper. I am
moved with an unexplainable ecstasy when I see the ancient
altars dripping with the blood of the slain lambs. Now I under-
stand why the destroying angel who passed over Egypt at the
hour of midnight, passed over those houses where the blood was
sprinkled on the door-post. Now I know to whom Isaiah refers,
when he writes of One “in red apparel coming in dyed gar-
ments”; whom John the Revelator refers to, when he describes
that heavenly chieftain whose vesture was dipped in blood; what
Simon Peter means when he writes of that precious blood which
cleanseth from all sin; and what the writer of our text has in
mind when he declares that “apart from shedding of blood there
is no remission.” I want to say to you, with all the power of
emphasis and persuasion of which I am capable, that by the
precious blood of Jesus you will be saved, or you will never be
saved at all. In all ages God has never pardoned a single sin-sick
soul except on the merits of our Savior’s precious blood, and He
never will. That lonely hill back of Jerusalem was the battle-
ground of which the Prince of heaven fought with the powers of
darkness, and won. There God turned an evil thing into a channel
of blessing. There, Sin, in slaying the Son of God, slew itself.

Were it not for the blood of Jesus, we could never draw near to God the
Father, nor would we possess any hope of that heavenly home prepared
for the redeemed of every age. Thank God for the blood of Jesus our
Lord! Beloved, if a man cannot be motivated to “walk in the light” by
the amazing love of Christ—love that caused Him to shed His blood in
our behalf—then I suggest that there is nothing that can motivate him.

CONCLUSION

Heaven has provided innumerable blessings to those who choose
to “walk in the light.” Sweet fellowship with the Father, and with one
another, remains one of the great benefits to those who so conform their
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lives to the image of Christ our Lord. May God give us courage to hear
and obey Him as we strive to “walk in the light.”
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